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techniques applied to enrich the training set. Transfer learning was
performed using pre-trained ResNet models, with stochastic
gradient descent (SGD) adopted as the optimisation algorithm.
Performance was assessed using accuracy, precision, recall and F1
score. ResNet-50 emerged as the most effective architecture,
achieving a mean accuracy of 95.96 % and outperforming other
models, including ResNet-18, ResNet-34, ResNet-101 and
ResNet-152. The results demonstrate the potential of deep-
learning techniques to improve peach-sorting processes, thereby
reducing post-harvest losses and enhancing quality control in the
agricultural sector.
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1 Introduction

The peach (Prunus persica L.), a member of the Rosacea family, is enjoyed worldwide in various forms, from fresh and sliced to
incorporated into preserves, syrups, and desserts. It is a good source of vitamins A, B1, B2, and C, along with minerals like
phosphorus and calcium (Africano P. et al., 2015), the peach is nonetheless highly perishable due to its high-water content. Their
short shelf life, transport and post-harvest storage can cause losses of between 15 and 25% of total production (Gonzales et al.,
2022). Efficient peach sorting is paramount for delivering a high-quality product and ensuring consumer satisfaction. Existing
manual sorting methods are often slow, labor-intensive, and prone to inaccuracies. Several factors contribute to peach quality,
including size, color, and flavor, while the presence of physical damage, pests, diseases, or foreign matter designates a peach as
damaged. Although standards such as the Mexican Official Standard NMX-FF-060-SCFI-2009 (Diario Oficial de la Federacion,
2009) specify quality requirements, traditional markets frequently lack objective grading, relying instead on the experience of
individual sellers. Advanced sorting technologies offer peach marketers a promising avenue for modernizing and improving their
operations.

A human brain exhibits sophisticated information processing capabilities, enabling problem-solving, decision-making, and
evaluation of information derived from both external and internal sources (Corvalan, 2018; Flores et al., 2022). Artificial
Intelligence (AI) seeks to emulate these cognitive functions by developing computer systems capable of learning from data through
training (Naranjo-Torres et al., 2020). Applications of Al are diverse and span various fields, including education, science, and
technology.

Al is now widely used to solve some human problems more efficiently. A subfield of Al, known as Deep Learning (DL), utilizes
computational models with multiple processing layers to learn complex data representations at various levels of abstraction. These
representations enable applications such as speech recognition, visual object recognition, and object detection. Convolutional
Neural Networks (CNN) are particularly prominent within DL. CNNs are algorithms designed to mimic aspects of human learning
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through interconnected computational blocks and layers of artificial neurons that can approximate complex functions. These
models excel at image analysis tasks, including classification and detection. The CNNs have made significant advances in
processing images, videos, voice, and audio for classification or identification (LeCun et al., 2015). In agriculture, CNNs have
been used for classification and detection of fruits (Naranjo-Torres et al., 2020), diseases (Maeda-Gutiérrez et al., 2020), sizes
(Medina et al., 2022), colors (Méndez Almansa & Silva Salamanca, 2022), etc. The CNNs offer a promising solution due to their
ability to automatically learn relevant features from image data. Using Al and DL algorithms, state-of-the-art sorting machines
have been developed that analyze images to detect abnormal or defective products with high precision, without the need for human
intervention (Lopez-Betancur, Saucedo-Anaya, et al., 2024; Navarro-Solis et al., 2024). These machines can distinguish between
different samples of fruits based on characteristics such as size, color, weight and other product properties. The development of
these technologies is of great interest to agricultural producers, as it allows them to classify their products more efficiently.

Peach classification is a crucial task, and researchers have explored various methods and techniques to address it. A recent study
conducted at the Universidad Auténoma del Estado de México employed CNNss to classify peaches (Akbar et al., 2022). A dataset
of 960 images was captured using a Nikon D3500 camera. This dataset included 360 images of ripe and unripe peaches and 600
images of healthy and damaged peaches. 80% of the dataset was used for training, while the remaining 20% was reserved for
validation. The researchers proposed a straightforward CNN architecture that yielded a classification accuracy of 95.31% for
distinguishing between ripe and unripe peaches and 92.18% for classifying healthy and damaged peaches.

Yao (Yao et al., 2022) applied DL models, specifically Mask R-CNN and Mask Scoring R-CNN, to segment and recognize various
peach diseases, including brown rot, anthracnose, scab, bacterial shot hole, gummosis, powdery mildew, and leaf curl. The dataset
comprised 94 images for brown rot, 157 for anthracnose, 654 for scab, 427 for bacterial shot hole, 91 for gummosis, 50 for
powdery mildew, and 87 for leaf curl. By utilizing ResNet50 and ResNet101 as backbone networks for Mask R-CNN, the
segmentation accuracy, as measured by segm_mAP_50, improved from 0.236 to 0.254 and from 0.452 to 0.463, respectively.

Akbar and other researchers investigated bacteriosis (Akbar et al., 2022), a significant disease affecting peach crops worldwide.
In this paper, that proposed a lightweight CNN model, WLNet, based on the VGG-19 architecture to detect and classify peach
leaf images as either bacteriosis-infected or healthy. The dataset used for training and testing consisted of 10,000 images, with
4,500 bacteriosis-infected and 5,500 healthy images. WLNet was compared to four other CNN models: LeNet, AlexNet, VGG-
16, and a simple VGG-19 model. The proposed WLNet model achieved an accuracy of 99%, outperforming the other models.
These results demonstrate the effectiveness of WLNet in accurately detecting bacteriosis in peach leaf images.

Based on previous research, this study is purpose to evaluate the performance of several advanced Torchvision architectures (an
open-source computer vision package for the Torch machine learning library) for peach quality classification. By comparing five
Torchvision models available in PyTorch (ResNet-18, ResNet-34, ResNet-50, ResNet-101 and ResNet-152), the goal is to identify
the most effective model for potential implementation in a peach sorting machine. The performance of these models is assessed
using cross validation and standard metrics of DL.

2 Methods, Techniques and Instruments

This section describes the use of five CNN models for peach image classification. The equipment, methods, and performance
metrics used in this research are also detailed.

2.1 CNN models

CNNss are a class of artificial neural network architectures composed of blocks that work together to process images. The main
function of their layers is to identify relevant features of an image (Taye, 2023). These architectures consist of stacked
convolutional layers, and as technology advances, the architectures of CNNs also evolve, allowing them to tackle increasingly
complex image-related tasks.

A CNN ResNet, also known as Residual Network, marked a significant breakthrough in the fields of DL and computer vision
when it was introduced by He et al (He et al., 2016). The core idea of ResNet is to address a common problem in deep networks:
the degradation that occurs during training. As a network becomes deeper, one would expect it to have a greater capacity to
represent information, but in practice, the training error tends to increase. This is due to a problem known as the vanishing or
exploding gradient, which makes deep networks difficult to train. ResNet solves this problem by introducing skip connections
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that allow signals to flow directly from early to later layers of the network, helping to maintain training stability, as shown in
Figure 1.
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Fig. 1. A schematic view of ResNet architecture for classi_fying pa:h images.

The schematic diagram of the ResNet architecture illustrates that it is composed of an input layer, multiple stacked residual blocks
(Res Block), and an output layer. Each residual block permits the direct transfer of features through skip connections, which assists
in preventing the vanishing gradient problem in deep networks. This visual representation demonstrates how ResNet improves
learning capacity and training efficiency by incorporating residual learning units. When the residual is equal to zero, the skip
connections can transmit the input without altering the performance of the network. A distinctive characteristic of ResNet is its
layered design.

In practice, ResNet employs Batch Normalization and the ReLU activation function to enhance training stability and convergence
rate. Batch Normalization standardizes the data before each layer, mitigating internal covariate shift and enabling higher learning
rates. The ReLU function adds nonlinearity, boosting the expressive power of the network.

Given these foundational elements, ResNet has been developed in various configurations to address different computational needs
and performance requirements. Below, we outline the key characteristics of the most prominent ResNet variants:

* ResNet-18
The ResNet-18 model, with its 18 layers, offers a balanced trade-off between training time and computational efficiency, making
it highly effective for image classification tasks.

* ResNet-34
With 34 layers, ResNet-34 is a versatile architecture suitable for various computer vision tasks. Its ability to capture complex
features and identify objects in images positions it as a superior choice compared to ResNet-18.

* ResNet-50
Featuring 50 layers, ResNet-50 excels in learning highly complex image representations. It is widely used for large-scale image
classification, object detection, and image segmentation, thanks to its robust performance and extensive support in DL libraries.

* ResNet-101

Composed of 101 layers, ResNet-101 is deeper than its predecessors. This depth allows it to capture more intricate patterns and
features, making it particularly effective for challenging image classification tasks. However, its increased depth also demands
higher computational resources.

* ResNet-152

With 152 layers, ResNet-152 is one of the deepest neural networks available. Its architecture enables it to learn extremely complex
and abstract features, making it ideal for tasks requiring high precision. ResNet-152 has demonstrated exceptional performance
in image classification, achieving very high accuracy on datasets like ImageNet. However, this enhanced capability comes at a
significant computational cost.

ResNet is a prominent CNN architecture for image classification, utilizing deep networks and residual blocks to effectively extract

high-level features and address training challenges in deep models. Known for its high accuracy and efficiency, ResNet stands
out among CNN-based models, as reported by Torchvision documentation. In this study, various ResNet models (ResNet-18,
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ResNet-34, ResNet-50, ResNet-101, and ResNet-152) were evaluated using identical hyperparameters. The evaluation focused
on performance metrics and processing time. The objective was to identify the most suitable architecture that achieves a balance
among accuracy, complexity, and processing time for peach image classification.

2.2 Transfer Learning

Training a CNN model from scratch requires many labeled images. To reduce computational costs and training time, Transfer
Learning (TL) is a highly utilized and recommended approach. This technique trains only a part of the pre-trained model to
perform the task of classifying images (Alebiosu & Muhammad, 2019).

In this research, ResNet architecture with pre-trained weights on ImageNet will be used and retrained for peach classification. The
network layers will be frozen, except for the final layer, which will be modified to have the two necessary outputs and trained
using the peach database. Table 1 presents the total parameters of the CNN models and the parameters that will be trained after
freezing the network. In addition, the disk space that each model occupies is detailed.

Table 1. Size on disk and total of trainable parameters in ResNet models.

CNN CNN with TL CNN pre-trained with Size on disk
model (Trainable ImageNet (Total parameters) (MB)
parameters)
ResNet-18 1026 11689512 44.7
ResNet-34 1026 21797672 83.3
ResNet-50 4098 25557032 97.8
ResNet-101 4098 44549160 170.5
ResNet-152 4098 60192808 230.4

2.3 Data Acquisition

The Mexican Official Standard NMX-FF-060-SCFI-2009 establishes the requirements for peaches (Prunus persica L.) to meet
for fresh marketing in Mexico, ensuring they are healthy, intact, free of pesticides, and possess the organoleptic characteristics of
their variety. This standard provides clear guidelines on what constitutes a healthy peach and what indicates damage, which is
crucial for the classification task of distinguishing between healthy and damaged peaches.

To create an image database, 316 peaches were collected from a local grower in Zacatecas, Mexico. Images were captured in a
controlled environment with white light, using an Atvio A489 camera positioned at a fixed distance from each peach on a
stationary white background, resulting in photographs of 420x400 pixels.

The final dataset comprised 3370 images, categorized into healthy peaches (2470 images) and damaged peaches (900 images).

The dataset was split into 80% for training and 20% for validation, maintaining the class proportions. Figure 2 provides examples
of each class.
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Fig. 2. Number of peach images of each class.

e Data augmentation

Data augmentation is a technique used to generate new images from existing raw data by applying various mathematical
transformations. This process significantly expands the overall dataset, which in turn improves the training of CNN models by
providing more diverse and robust training examples. In this research, data augmentation was implemented to enhance the dataset.
Specifically, the RandomHorizontalFlip module from the PyTorch library was utilized. This module randomly flips raw images
horizontally, introducing variability and further diversifying the dataset. By applying this transformation, additional images were
generated that help the model generalize better and reduce the risk of overfitting. The RandomHorizontalFlip transformation is
particularly useful in scenarios where the orientation of objects in the images may vary, such as in the case with peaches. This
technique ensures that the model learns to recognize the features of the peaches regardless of their orientation, thereby improving
its performance on unseen data.

2.4 Training parameters

Hyperparameters are crucial and adjustable components in CNN models, significantly influencing the training process and
performance on specific tasks. The appropriate selection of these hyperparameters is essential to maximize the effectiveness of a
CNN model. Among the relevant hyperparameters, optimization algorithms play a critical role in achieving optimal performance.

Stochastic Gradient Descent (SGD) is a widely used optimization algorithm in machine learning tasks, including fruit
classification (Elaraby et al., 2022; P & Professor, 2024; Rawung et al., 2023; Singh et al., 2023), and will be employed in this
research. SGD updates the model parameters by calculating the gradient of the loss function with respect to a single data point,
providing a balance between speed and stability.

One of the key hyperparameters is the “Learning rate”, which controls the speed at which the model adjusts the weight based on
the gradient of the loss function (Lopez-Betancur et al., 2024). Specifically, it determines the extent to which the model
predictions are modified during each update, based on the error calculated. A high learning rate results in rapid changes to the
model parameters, while a low learning rate leads to slower adjustments. Selecting an appropriate learning rate is crucial to ensure
that the error decreases effectively and the model converges to the minimum error in the fewest number of epochs (Robles-
Guerrero et al., 2024). The “Epoch” hyperparameter indicates the number of times the entire training dataset is passed through the
CNN model during the training process. Each epoch constitutes one complete training cycle.

Additionally, the “Batch size” is an important hyperparameter. Models are trained using batches of data, and the batch size
specifies the number of data samples processed before updating the model parameters (Lin, 2022). Furthermore, the “Momentum”
hyperparameter is employed to accelerate the gradient descent process. Momentum incorporates a fraction of the previous gradient
updates when adjusting the current parameters, which helps in speeding up convergence and reducing oscillations. “Weight decay”
is a key hyperparameter in DL that helps prevent overfitting by applying a penalty to large weight values. This penalty,
incorporated into the loss function, nudges the model towards learning simpler patterns, ensuring it generalizes well to unseen
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data. Through this regularization technique, DL models maintain robustness and achieve better performance on real-world tasks.
The “Folds” are used to split the dataset during cross-validation, allowing the model to be trained and evaluated on different
subsets, ensuring a more accurate assessment of its performance. On the other hand, the “Seed” is an initial value used to set up
random number generators. In the case of CNNs with TL, setting a seed ensures the reproducibility of results by maintaining
consistency in data splitting and weight initialization (Gulzar et al., 2020).

The selection of hyperparameters for this research was conducted in an unbiased manner, without favoring any model. The
hyperparameters utilized are listed in Table 2.

Table 2. Tuning hyperparameters in the training process

Hyperparameter Value
Optimization algorithm SGD
Learning rate 0.0005
Momentum 0.9
Weight decay 0.0001
Bach size 16
Epochs 50
Seed 40
Fold 5

2.5 Performance Evaluation
2.5.1 Cross Validation

To achieve highly accurate results in a CNN model, it is crucial to work with a well-curated dataset. The dataset is divided into
subsets, which are used for both training and validation purposes. This division allows us to calculate the average accuracy of the
model across multiple iterations. In the context of this research, we generated five distinct folds from the complete dataset. Each
fold serves as a unique subset for training and validation, enabling us to systematically evaluate and identify the optimal model
for peach classification. Specifically, in each of the five runs, the dataset is split into 80% for training and 20% for validation.
This approach not only enhances the robustness of our model but also ensures that the final accuracy metric is a reliable
representation of the model performance.

2.5.2 Matrix confusion

To summarize the results of the training process, it is essential to use a confusion matrix. This tool is a table that allows evaluating
the performance of a model by providing a detailed view of its predictions. In the confusion matrix, columns represent the true
classes, while rows reflect the classes predicted by the model. The elements on the main diagonal indicate the number of correctly
classified cases, while the elements off the diagonal represent the misclassified cases. Analyzing the confusion matrix provides
us with key information to adjust and select the optimal set of hyperparameters for the CNN model, thus facilitating the
improvement of its performance on specific tasks.

In the confusion matrix, there are four relevant terms: True Positives (TP), which indicate the number of correctly classified cases;
True Negatives (TN), which refer to the number of items correctly identified as not belonging to the class; False Positives (FP),
which are the items incorrectly classified as belonging to the class when in fact they are not; and False Negatives (FN), which are
the cases in which the model incorrectly predicts that an item does not belong to the class when it does (Lopez-Betancur et al.,
2022). These metrics are essential to calculate model performance and tune the hyperparameters effectively. These terms are
essential for evaluating the quality of model predictions and for calculating key performance metrics such as accuracy, precision,
recall, specificity, F1-score, G-mean, and Index of Balanced Accuracy (IBA) (Guerrero-Mendez et al., 2020).

Accuracy: This measures how often the model makes correct predictions. It is calculated as:

TP+TN

Accuracy = —.
y (TP+TN+FP+FN)

(M
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Although accuracy gives a general idea of performance, it can be misleading in imbalanced datasets.

Precision: This indicates the precision of positive predictions. It is the ratio of true positives to all positive predictions:

TP

Precision = :
TP+FP

2

High precision means the model is good at identifying peaches without many false alarms.

Recall (Sensitivity): This measures the model ability to detect all actual positive cases:

TP
TP+TN’

Recall =

3
High recall indicates that the model finds most of the actual peaches.

Specificity: This assesses the model ability to correctly identify negative cases:

TN
TN+FP’

Specificity = 4)

High specificity means the model effectively identifies non-peaches.

F1-Score: This combines precision and recall into a single metric, providing a balance between them:

2TP
F1 —score = ——. (5)
2TP+FP+FN

It is useful for understanding the trade-off between precision and recall.

Geometric Mean (G-mean): These balances recall and specificity by taking their square root product:

G _ TP _TN
mean = \[rpyfFN " TN+FP

(6)

It is particularly useful for imbalanced datasets.

Index of Balanced Accuracy (IBA): This weight measure combines sensitivity and specificity, using a weighting factor of 0.1
by (Maeda-Gutiérrez et al., 2020; Navarro-Solis et al., 2024):

IBA=<1+0.1( P w ))( Tox—), (7)

TP+FN TN+FN TP+FN TN+FP

IBA provides a balanced evaluation of the model performance across all classes.

These metrics collectively offer a comprehensive view of the model performance, especially in scenarios with imbalanced datasets
like peach classification. While accuracy provides an overall picture, precision, recall, specificity, F1-score, G-mean, and IBA
offer deeper insights into the model ability to handle different aspects of the classification task.

The computer specifications for the training process were as follows: an 11th Gen Intel® Core™ i7-11700K processor, 32GB of
RAM, an NVIDIA RTX 3060 12GB graphics card, and the Windows 11 Pro operating system. The implemented algorithms were
executed using Python 3, an open-source programming language. Furthermore, the CNN models were trained using PyTorch
library, specifically version 1.9.1. In addition, to optimize the training and evaluation process, we leveraged the Torchvision
package, which provides a vast array of pre-trained models and is indispensable for developing advanced computer vision
applications.
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3 Results and Discussion

For the classification of peaches, a cross-validation process was conducted using five folds for each CNN model. The validation
score of each fold was utilized to compute the mean validation score for each model. Based on these results, the optimal model
for classifying peaches was identified. Specifically, in each fold, 80% of the image dataset was allocated for training, while the
remaining 20% was reserved for validation. Additionally, it is important to note that the images used in each fold are different
from those in the other folds, meaning that the images rotate and are distributed differently in each iteration. This approach ensured
that the models were exposed to a diverse range of variations, thereby improving their generalization capabilities.

The results obtained in this study demonstrate the effectiveness of ResNet models for the classification of healthy and damaged
peaches. The average performance of the models exceeded 95%, evidencing their ability to discriminate between both classes.
Table 3 presents the validation accuracy for each fold and the mean accuracy for each ResNet model. ResNet-50 emerged as the
top-performing model with a mean accuracy of 95.96%, outperforming other models such as ResNet-18, ResNet-34, ResNet-101,
and ResNet-152. Notably, ResNet-50 achieved the highest accuracy in Fold 4 (96.44%) and consistently performed well across
all folds, indicating its robust generalization.

Table 3. Validation accuracy (%) in each fold for every CNN model
CNN model Fold1l Fold2 Fold3 Fold4 Fold 5 Mean Fold

ResNet-18 94.36 96.29 94.96 96.29 95.99 95.58
ResNet-34 95.40 96.14 94.36 96.14 96.28 95.66
ResNet-50 95.85 96.29 94 .81 96.44 96.44 95.96
ResNet-101  93.91 96.29 95.10 96.88 96.30 95.69
ResNet-152 95.25 96.299 94.51 95.85 96.44 95.67

ResNet-152, despite its depth, did not outperform ResNet-50, which suggests that deeper models may not always yield better
performance, especially when the dataset is not sufficiently large or complex to benefit from the additional layers. This observation
aligns with a previous study that have noted a potential trade-off between model depth and performance in certain tasks (He et al.,
2016).

For a more detailed analysis of the learning process of the five architectures, it is possible to examine the confusion matrices
obtained for each of the selected models. Figure 3 presents the confusion matrices for each model, which reflect the results of the
best epoch in each fold.
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Fig. 3. Confusion matrices of the architectures: a) ResNet-18, b) ResNet-34, ¢) ResNet-50, d) ResNet-101 and ¢) ResNet-152.

The confusion matrices reveal that all the models achieved remarkably high performance, demonstrating their ability to effectively
distinguish between the two classes. The high values along the main diagonal of each confusion matrix highlight the overall
accuracy of the models. However, subtle variations in performance were observed among the different architectures, suggesting
that the depth and architectural complexity of the networks influence their classification capabilities.

Among the evaluated models, ResNet-50 stood out for its balance between accuracy and efficiency. Specifically, ResNet-50
correctly identified 92% of healthy peaches and 98% of damaged peaches. Despite its strong performance, the model exhibited
an 8% false positive rate, where some healthy peaches were misclassified as damaged, and a 2% false negative rate, where
damaged peaches were incorrectly classified as healthy.

When compared to ResNet-18 and ResNet-34, ResNet-50 demonstrated a slight advantage, particularly in the classification of
damaged peaches. Its performance was comparable to that of deeper models like ResNet-101 and ResNet-152, but with lower
computational requirements. These results suggest that ResNet-50 achieves an optimal balance between depth and performance,
making it a versatile option for this specific classification task.

All these pre-trained models were evaluated using various metrics: accuracy, precision, sensitivity, specificity, F-Score, G_mean
and IBA, using the same hyperparameters. Table 4 provides the mean performance metrics for each model, including precision,
recall, specificity, F1-score, G-mean, and IBA. ResNet-50 consistently outperformed the other models in most of these metrics.
For instance, ResNet-50 achieved a precision of 95.94%, a recall of 95.96%, and an F1-score of 95.99%, all of which are superior
to the other models. These results indicate that ResNet-50 not only has high accuracy but also effectively balances precision and
recall, making it a robust choice for peach classification.
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The specificity of ResNet-50 (92.16%) suggests that it is effective in correctly identifying healthy peaches, while its G-mean
(93.97%) and IBA (88.64%) further confirm its balanced performance across both classes. These metrics are crucial in ensuring
that the model does not exhibit bias towards one class, which is particularly important in applications where both classes are
equally important.

Table 4. Mean scores of performance metrics (%)
CNN model Precision Recall Specificity FI-score G mean IBA

ResNet-18 9557 95.57  90.88 95.52 93.08 87.05
ResNet-34 9566 95.66  92.56 95.65 94.05 88.73
ResNet-50 9594 95.96  92.16 95.99 93.97 88.64
ResNet-101 9571 95.69  91.17 95.63 93.27 87.38
ResNet-152  95.62 95.67  92.32 95.64 93.91 88.50

Table 5 presents the training time for each model across the five folds. As expected, deeper models such as ResNet-101 and
ResNet-152 required more time to train compared to shallower models like ResNet-18 and ResNet-34. ResNet-152, with its 152
layers, took approximately 40.65 minutes per fold, which is significantly longer than ResNet-50, which took about 20.23 minutes
per fold. Despite the longer training time, ResNet-50 performance justifies its training time, especially considering its superior
accuracy and generalization. This trade-off between training time and performance is a common consideration in DL, where
deeper models often require more computational resources but may not always provide commensurate improvements in
performance (LeCun et al., 2015).
Table 5. Training time (min)
CNN model Foldl Fold2 Fold3 Fold4 FoldS Mean Fold

ResNet-18 1148 1127 1127 113 1128  11.32

ResNet-34 1537 1542 1537 1538 154 15.39
ResNet-30 9028 201 2005 2017 2057 2023

ResNet-101 3 4 305 3053 3053 304 30.47
ResNet-152 4075  40.68  40.62  40.62  40.6 40.65

The performance of ResNet-152, despite its depth, was not superior to ResNet-50, which may be attributed to the complexity of
the dataset or the potential for overfitting in deeper models. This finding highlights the importance of selecting a model that is
appropriately sized for the task at hand, rather than deeper architectures.

The cross-validation approach used in this study ensured that the models were evaluated on multiple subsets of the data, providing
a more reliable estimate of their generalization. The consistent performance of ResNet-50 across all folds further reinforces its
suitability for this application.

In summary, this study provides evidence that ResNet-50 is an effective model for classifying healthy and damaged peaches. Its
performance metrics and training time make it a practical choice for implementation in agricultural settings, where efficiency and
accuracy are paramount.

4 Conclusions

This study provides compelling evidence that ResNet models, particularly ResNet-50, are highly effective for the classification of
healthy and damaged peaches. The superior performance of ResNet-50, coupled with its computational efficiency, makes it a
practical choice for implementation in agricultural settings. The results underscore the potential of DL techniques to enhance
quality control processes in the agri-food industry, thereby reducing post-harvest losses and ensuring the delivery of high-quality
produce to consumers.
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The findings of this research have significant implications for the agricultural sector. By automating the classification process,
peach producers can achieve higher efficiency, reduce labor costs, and improve the overall quality of their products. Furthermore,
the use of ResNet-50 in peach classification can be extended to other fruit varieties, offering a scalable solution for various
agricultural applications. In summary, this study demonstrates the potential of ResNet-50 as a powerful tool for peach
classification, paving the way for its adoption in the agricultural industry to improve quality control and reduce post-harvest losses.
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